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Kite Flying Safety 

1. Show consideration for others and be safety conscious. Kites have caused a number of 

deaths in the United States. Kites may look fragile but they can travel fast and a 

looping or diving kite can cause a nasty injury, particularly to an eye. 

In public places, watch out for young children who are often tempted to race in 

underneath a descending kite, Never fly a stunter anywhere near other people, no 

matter how skillful you think you are. If a friend bunches a kite for you, he or she 

should move well away as soon as the kite takes off. 

Never fly a kite over a road, railway line, or cycle track.  

2. Flying kites anywhere near overhead wires is stupid and dangerous. A kite that has 

escaped your grasp con travel hundreds of metres and wind up in wires you thought 

were at a safe distance.  

3. Never use the coloured plastic string used for electric fences as a flying line. Never 

use wire as a flying line or as part of a kite.  

4. Do not fly when rain or thunder are threatening.  

5. Section 87 of the New Zealand Civil Aviation Regulations used to read: "Except with 

the permission of the Director, and in accordance with such conditions as he may 

specify, no captive balloon, kite or moored airship shall be elevated  

a. From any place within a control zone;  

b. From any place within three miles of an aerodrome; or  

c. From any other place to a height exceeding 200 feet (61 metres) above ground 

level." 

Under these rules, obtaining permission to operate outside the standard restrictions 

can be time-consuming and costly. The Air Transport Division of the New Zealand 

Ministry of Transport may now have adjusted these regulations in consultation with 

the New Zealand Kitefliers' Association. However Adventurers should still regard 

these rules as sensible advice.  

While these rules were adapted from a New Zealand book, they still make sense for 

Australian conditions.  

 


